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MANCHESTER

Leshians and gay men say having a civil partmership
iz like poming out to vour parents all over again, a
recent study has found.

The University of Manchesterresearch waseamied
outbyinterviewing6oleshians and 41 gay men from
Manchesterand the surrcundingareas who aresither
planning or have had a civil partnership.

It found some interviewses felt that telling their
parents they were going tobe marmried was asnerve-
racking and =cary as the moment they first came ot

Thiz iz the first major study of its kind and
researchers found that the majority of 2ame-2 e con-
ples received positive approval from family members
but some did find themselves confronted by proh-
lems, such as coming out.

Prafessor Carcl Smart, who led the research said:
“Tt iz notthattheir parents don't know about theirsex-
uality but they have shelved it as an izsue and more
or lezz ignore it. 5o when their grown-up children
said they were going to have a civil partnership, it
hrought it up again

“We had quite afew pecple saving the way my fami-
Iy hasahway=sdealtwith difficult thingsisnotto gothere’,”

Some parents still belizved that theirchild's sexual-
itywas aphase or the "problem” would go away, Smart
explained. For others, it was merely embarrassing.

Smarnt added: *Parents worry that more people will
hetold andit’s harder to keep it from Aunty Mahlae.”

Az aresult, less than half ofthe interviewess intend-
ed to invite both their parents. Some don't even tell
them they are getting hitched.

Smart said: “Inviting parents was often a thorny
izzue, Some people did =ay they delaved having cer-
emony until their parents died.

“Butwe got alotof heartwarming stories too,”

The esearch alse ndicated that reactions from the
couple's friends posed a hig problem with manysee-
ingthe partnershipas asubmission tonorms orto het- \
erozexual society. -

Half of the interviewess zaid they hoped legally o handsema chap
recognised religions marriage wonld one day be avail- wirwad his kagicn of mals admirsers with sangs suchas Kaap On and Your Game. The night also festurad Sie lan Mdellen wha came on stage be introducs Scots acter Alan Curnming star of
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