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Conclusions 

Social scientific knowledge transfer is  not simply about the robustness of social science, it is 
idiosyncratic, about the politics of the time/moment, about relevance, and the cult of 
personality. 

 
The movement of ‘defensible space’ ideas from NYC to London was not a smooth model of 

transfer, it was a non-linear reproduction. 
 
Policy mobilities are not new. There are urban histories of the transfer and translation of policy 

(and pre-policy) ideas and these happened during quite different political contexts and at a 
different speed to the fast policy transfers that now seem to characterise neoliberal urban 
governance. 

 
This historical case of ‘social science in action’ has relevance for thinking about the wider 

relationship between science and the public sphere: evidence based policy making and the 
emergence of globally influential personality scholars. 

 
By situating an urban social science and by charting the way in which personality driven social 

science develops and travels will help to uncouple the assumption that ‘research equals 
evidence’ and it will  advance inquiry into the ‘national and indeed specific urban cultures of 
academic influence within policy debate’. 
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