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Tokyo, it has been suggested, is shaped to
an unusual degree by interventions from the
state, both metropolitan and national. I will
argue that as a consequence the role of
capital in Tokyo's restructuring has been
underplayed. In doing so, I place Tokyo
within a wider context of urban change.

Paul Waley is a senior lecturer in Human
Geography at the University of Leeds and
one of a small number of geographers in
Britain working on Japan. His interests cover
urban and cultural geography, both
historical and contemporary. A central
theme of current research involves the
transformation and commodification of
place in Tokyo.
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