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Context:  
 
Å Twin trends of demographic ageing and urbanisation 

  
By 2030 ς 2/3 global population will be living in cities 
By 2030 ς 1/4 urban populations will be aged 60+ * 

 
       {C. Phillipson: 2011] 

 
 
 
Paradox: 
 
Å Marginalisation and containment of the subject of ageing within 

architectural design, thinking and practice  
 

Limits the way in which architectural practitioners  address and 
engage with ƻƭŘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ (possible) experience of the urban 
environment 
 
 
 



 
This presentation looks at: 
 
 
1). How the subject of ageing is marginalised (how older people themselves 

can become marginalised) in architectural thinking, design and 
ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜΧΚ 

 
 
 
2). How do you open up a critical space within architectural discourse and 
ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ƻŦ ŀƎŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ΨƳŀƪŜǎ ǎǇŀŎŜΩ ŦƻǊ ƻƭŘŜǊ ŀƎŜ ƛƴ 
a different way?  

 
 



 
Dominant age-related conventions within architectural discourse and 
practice: 
 
Limited to a baseline of physical needs  
 
 - questions of disability and access 
 - investment in assistive living  
 
 
 
Å Plays into medicalised model of ageing ς with implications for design 

practice. 
 
Å Plays into problem-solving tradition within design practice [J. Hill: 2006] 
ς with implications in stereotyping approaches to older age. 

 



 
 
Limited geographic reach in thinking about older age: 
 
Å  Focus on the ΨǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ƳƛŎǊƻ-ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΩ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊƛƻǊ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ όtŜŀŎŜΥ 2006)  
 
Å  Worked-up typologies of interior spaces to exclusion of urban space 
 

 
 
Limited terms of engagement with a broader ΨǎǇŀŎŜ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ŘƻƻǊΩ 
 
Å eg. LΩ5DƻΩǎ work on ΨƻǇŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜΩ 
  

Replays focus on the body and physical access (rates of access)  
with form and end product of standardised design guidances 

 
 



 

ówide and flat tarmac footwaysô 

 

 

óeasy transition at level changesô 

 

 

óeasily visible and understandable signageô 

 

 

ófrequent, warm, supportive seatingô 

 

 

ówell maintained, safe and open toiletsô* 

*IDGO Consortium design recommendations 

 



 
 

A pattern of thinking replayed in Age-friendly concepts?   
 

Checklist of Essential Features of Age-Friendly Cities 
(WHO: 2007) 

The Age-Friendly Parks Checklist  
(Philadelphia: 2011) 


