How Inclusive can Innovation and Development be in the 21st Century?
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Abstract: Innovation and development are interrelated concepts. The former refers to developing new ways of doing things by mixing up ideas and/or combining technologies; the latter refers to changing people’s conditions by removing various types of socio-economic, political and natural constraints which leave them unfree to enjoy equal social relations and pursue the kinds of life they value. Innovation as such plays essential role in development. Addressing 21st century challenges of deepening poverty and increasing health needs in the global south (and north) requires new processes and products which contribute towards reducing and/or eliminating the gap between rich and poor in society. Such processes and products may not be technologically based but can meet basic needs of low-and middle-income groups in developing countries, providing them with capabilities to function. The aim of this paper is to address the question of how inclusive (of people and places) can innovation and development be in the 21st century. In order to do so, the paper reviews new models of innovation for development, including ‘frugal’ and ‘grassroots’ or ‘below the radar’ innovation models. The argument put forward is that their inclusiveness depends not only on their diffusion to the poor but also on their generation according to principles of participation and equity. The latter is a condition with direct impact on meeting the poor’s basic needs and increasing their capabilities to function.    
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