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Our Programmes: the MusB
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Our most popular programme is our prestigious
single honours degree...
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...it’s called the MusB...

Overlaid over a student playing a trumpet

In the first year you normally undertake:
2 x 20-credit units in musicology

2 x 10-credits in composition

1 x 20-credit units in solo performance
1 x 20-credit units in music theory

20 credits in optional units
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There are no compulsory units after year one

White stick figure playing guitar on a purple
background

Choose from options in solo and ensemble
performance

Photo of 3 people singing in a choir dressed in
black tie and colourful dresses

Ensemble options include conducting, which
feeds into our extra-curricular music making
and has produced numerous successes...

Photo collage of various people conducting
orchestras

Jazz ensemble

Overlaid on photo of a person in a suit playing a
trumpet with another person to their left
playing a saxophone

And World Music Ensemble options in Gamelan
and Klezmer

Photo of two people playing a gamelan
together

Choose from options in instrumental and vocal
composition

Close up shot of someone writing a musical
score

In composition for fixed or interactive media

Photo of a person mixing audio using audio
mixing hardware

Options in musicology and ethnomusicology
rotate from year to year

On the right of the text, there are vinyl records
from a variety of singers

Options tend to fall within:

Music, history and culture
Ethnomusicology and applied musicology
Music theory and analysis

On the left of the text, there are 2 people
playing the recorder

Second year options have previously included:
Analysis

Early Opera

Introduction to Participatory Music

Music Cultures of the World

Music Post 1900

Music, Culture & Politics in the 19" Century
Music and Consumption in the Post-Digital Age
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Some of these options can be studied in second
or third year

To the right of the text, a black and white photo
of a student raising their hand in a lecture




And a couple are required in second year if you
want to take the third year follow-on units

To the left of the text, a student sits in front of
two laptops using music software

Specialist options in third year
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Everyone takes at least one 40-credit unit in the
third year, but you can take two...

A zoomed in photo of someone playing a banjo

Choose 40-credit options in:
A composition pathway
Dissertation project

Recital on your first study

A bookshelf in a library

In recent times, our other specialist options at
third year have included:

Advanced Study in Musicology

Aesthetics

Analysis

Composition for Film and Game Audio
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Advanced Study options rotate each year and
are based on staff specialisms
They have previously included...

People dancing in traditional garb and jewellery

Late Beethoven

Bollywood

Shostakovich’s 4" and 5" Symphonies
Jazz Historiography and Criticism
Wagner’s Ring

Photo of people playing brass instruments in a
city

You can also study the MusB programme as
your ‘major’...
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...alongside a ‘minor’ in another arts subject
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It’s called ‘Flexible Honours’ and it’s perfect if
you want to...

A collage of images showing students around
Manchester and the university

...pursue a language alongside music...

Metro sign in a French city

..try a new arts subject without committing for
three years...

Terracotta army

...or enhance your interdisciplinary learning and
experience
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This is just one of the benefits of studying music
within the largest School of Arts in the UK

Aerial shot of Whitworth Building

If you're interested, check out the Flexible
Honours video
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There is no need to alter your MusB application
in UCAS, and no need to register your interest
until July
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Beyond the arts, you can also take up options in
Manchester’s University College for
Interdisciplinary Learning (UCiL)
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Whether you want to immerse yourself in music
units or opt for breadth beyond music,
Manchester has the size to help you to get the
most from your MusB degree

Orchestra rehearsing
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www.manchester.ac.uk/music
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