Call for Papers at the ISA World Forum, Vienna, 10-14 July, 2016
Theme: The Futures We Want: Global Sociology and the Struggles for a Better World

We would like to call your attention to the call for papers at the ISA World Forum,  RC34, Sociology of Youth panel entitled ‘Understanding Youth Activism in Local, National and Transnational Contexts: Innovative Methodological Approaches’ (full description of the session can be found below).
The session will include 4 papers presented in person, with the possibility of additional papers being made available for distribution or as posters. Papers will be selected by Session Organisers from those submitted to ISA by the deadline of September 30, 2015. Abstracts should be submitted at: https://isaconf.confex.com/isaconf/forum2016/cfp.cgi
Notification of acceptance will be made by 30 November 2015.
Carles Feixa, Hilary Pilkington and Mariona Ferrer

‘Understanding Youth Activism in Local, National and Transnational Contexts: Innovative Methodological Approaches’
Session Organisers:
Carles FEIXA, UDL, Spain
Hilary PILKINGTON, University of Manchester, United Kingdom
Mariona FERRER, Pompeu Fabra University, Spain
Amidst the call for academics to think big and to routinely cross disciplinary and geographical boundaries, this panel invites critical discussion of what value is added to knowledge from conducting large scale, transnational research into youth activism. The session invites challenges to methodological assumptions that survey research shows the big picture but at the cost of local nuance while qualitative research cannot speak beyond the individual case.  It welcomes discussion and examples of the potential for conducting context-sensitive survey research and meta-ethnographic analyses that allow interview and ethnographic data to speak across the local and national contexts in which they are embedded without making false claims to representativeness. It also welcomes contributions that demonstrate the added explanatory value that can be generated from triangulating data of qualitatively different kinds in order to understand contemporary youth experience.
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