Advice on module selection for Study Abroad Applicants in Social Anthropology

The key part of your application for Study Abroad is to construct an appropriate list of proposed modules, i.e. a feasible study plan for your time abroad. This is a very demanding job, requiring you to research potential host University's websites at length and in detail. You should leave ample time for this.

The most important help with this process is provided by the Study Abroad Unit:

· on their information sessions

· in the Worldwide Exchange Application Guidance Notes and in the Study and Work Abroad Handbook (which contains an appendix with detailed info on credit requirements of individual universities)

· in the other documentation they hand out in the information sessions

· on their drop-in sessions where you can consult the Unit's expert staff

You need a ranked list of modules, including a few reserve ones, for every University you wish to apply for. The list should look like the example forms available on this Social Anthropology Study Abroad website, with one or two semesters according to the type of exchange you want to apply for.

Here is a short checklist for module selection. If you can say ‘yes’ to all or most of those points, you have a good proposed study plan that is likely to be approved. If you don’t, do some more work before you submit it.

· Have I proposed the right amount of credits? [I.e. for Full-Year: the equivalent for 120 UK credits for USA, or sometimes 100 UK for other destinations; for One-Semester: the equivalent of 60 UK credits]

· Have I proposed at least 2 or 3 reserve modules per semester in addition to that? 

· Have I proposed mainly anthropology modules 

· For One-Semester ONLY: Do I have at least two thirds anthropology modules? Do they cover some material of the Manchester modules I will miss during that semester? [NOTE: This is a flexible requirement, negotiable with the Study Abroad Co-ordinator in Social Anthropology according to the module offer of the host university] 

· For Full-Year ONLY: are my proposed modules timetabled equally over the two semesters?

· Are all my proposed modules undergraduate modules of the appropriate level (equivalent to 2nd or 3rd year modules at Manchester)?

· Are all my proposed modules open to exchange students?

· Are there any prerequisites for any of my proposed modules? Do I fulfil all of them?

Different university websites provided different levels of detail and can be more or less user-friendly. Not all of this information is available for every university and it is therefore not always possible to fulfil all points. What we ask is that, when assembling your proposed modules lists, you try your very best to cover as many of those points as you possibly can with the information available.

Once you have read all the info on the various websites and in the Study and Work Abroad Handbook, and once you have draft study plans for the various universities you want to apply for, you may contact the Study Abroad Co-ordinator Social Anthropology for advice. Use drop-in hours. In order to provide help, it is usually necessary to see the list of proposed modules in advance of any meeting. So email a list of proposed modules as on the one semester example form or on the whole year example form, and do include hyperlinks.

