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Georges Rochegrosse, The Assassination of Caesar (1887) 

 
Abstract: 

Blood, gore and sensationalism dominated the late nineteenth-century Salons and academic art 

exhibitions of Europe - or so some critics would have us believe.  This paper examines paintings of 

assassinated politicians, murdered citizens and dying duellists and traces their shared visual 

language of crime and forensic investigation.  We tend to see death and the aftermath of killing 

rather than the actual killing itself.  Action is displaced onto inanimate objects that are strewn 

about the scene of violence.  Toppled chairs, snuffed candles and discarded daggers invite viewers 

to piece together the story of what has taken place.  This paper draws on reception theory, 

narratology, contemporary reviews and close visual analyses to read afresh the bourgeois Salon 

sensations of the nineteenth century. 
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