
 
 
 

School of Law  
 

Choosing course units for the next year 
 

 
The structure of your degree  
 
Each degree has its own rules about what you can do in each year. The structure of  
your degree is described in your Programme Handbook, which you may download from 
your programme area on Blackboard. You’ll find this in ‘programme information’.  The 
structure will show which modules/course units are compulsory. Also, where you have 
some choice of optional course units, you will see what choices you have.  
 
Course unit selection 
 
To make your choice of options for next year, you must select your option choices on the 
Student Self Service System which is accessible from the 16 July until 10 August 2014. 
 
 
Free options  
 
In addition to LAWS options, you may also be permitted to choose free options (if your 
programme structure allows this).  This means that, where you are allowed to take one or 
more optional subjects as part of your degree, you may choose subjects that are not on 
the normal list for your degree. Students sometimes take advantage of this opportunity to 
study a language, for example. Please note that most Schools within the Faculty of 
Humanities have on-line course unit selection from mid July 2014. You may wish to 
check with the relevant department if they have different arrangements to avoid 
disappointment.  
 
Think very carefully before you choose a free option. Ask yourself whether it will enhance 
your degree studies and add to your transferable skills.  
 
Find out about the course to satisfy yourself that it is what you want to do. You need to 
get those details - including syllabus and timetable - from the school offering the course 
unit. Course unit descriptions and timetable details are usually found on school web 
pages. 
 
  
Language choice restrictions  
 
There is a strong presumption against your being given permission to do a language free 
option, if you are a native speaker of that language, or ordinarily resident in the country 
where that language is the first language, or use the language regularly.  
 
Which semester?  
 
The University convention is that course units ending with the digit 1 are semester one 
units; those ending with the digit 2 are semester two units; and those ending with 0 run 
over both semesters. Please take this into account when thinking about what might fit in 
with your Law School course units.  
 



 
Total credits  
 
You must ensure also that you complete 120 credits in the year. While Law course units 
are (almost) all 20 credits, other departments offer many 10-credit courses and if you 
choose to do a 10 credit free option, it will have to be balanced by an additional 10 
credits.  Please ensure you have an even balance of credits across both semesters. 
 
Level  
 
The level of a course unit broadly defines which year it is normally taken in. Please note 
that the School of Law does not allow a level 1 (first year) course unit in final year;  and 
there is a strong presumption against permission to do a level 1 course unit if you already 
have qualifications or substantial prior knowledge of the subject (for example from school 
or college). Thus if you wish to take an approved level one free option, you should do so 
in the second year of a three year degree.  
 
Please note that several LAWS level 3 units are available to 2

nd
 year students – unless it 

specifies on the course unit outline that it is only available to final year students.  Please 
also be guided by your programme structure. 
 
Final year students are permitted to take ONE 20 credit level 2 course unit in final 
year (or two 10 credit level 2 units) but the remaining course units MUST be level 3.  
Failure to follow this University rule may result in loss of honours status in some 
cases. 
 


