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• About CLOSER 

• Focus on resources relevant to 
undergraduate and postgrad course 
leaders and lecturers

• Discussion: How can longitudinal research 
be embedded successfully into existing 
teaching provision?

Session 1



• Objective: to maximise the use, value and 
impact of the UK’s longitudinal studies

• Consortium: 8 longitudinal studies, the British 
Library and the UK Data Service

• Funded by the ESRC and the MRC

About CLOSER



1930 1950 1970 1990 2010

Understanding Society: UK Longitudinal Household Study

Millennium Cohort Study

Southampton Women’s Survey

Avon Longitudinal Study of Parents and Children (ALSPAC)

1970 British Cohort Study

1958 National Child Development Study

MRC National Survey of Health and Development

Hertfordshire Cohort Study



• Guidance and exemplar studies on data 
harmonisation and data linkage

• Promoting value of longitudinal research
• Training and capacity building: Learning Hub
• Data discovery: CLOSER Discovery

Key areas of CLOSER’s work



CLOSER Learning Hub



• Need for materials aimed at beginners and less 
experienced data users, initially with academic 
focus 

• Focus on methods & topics
• Easily discoverable and downloadable material 

to support teaching and supervision
• Showcases CLOSER & individual study 

resources

Rationale



• Introduction
• Evidence
• Study design
• Analysis
• Teaching dataset
• Explore by topic
• Glossary

Learning hub structure

























• Initial ‘soft’ launch, now looking at feedback and 
tweaking functionality

• Full promotion in October
• learning.closer.ac.uk

Learning Hub

http://www.learning.closer.ac.uk/


How can longitudinal research be embedded 
successfully into existing teaching provision?
• Where are the gaps in training provision? 
• What are the challenges to filling them? 
• What would help you include more about longitudinal 

research in your course/module? 
• How would you envisage using the Learning Hub in 

teaching? What additional features would enhance it? 

Discussion 



alison.park@ucl.ac.uk
@parkali

Thank you

mailto:alison.park@ucl.ac.uk
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