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Abstract
This paper argues that innovations by the development country poor in support of themselves or their communities go often invisible, as they tend to occur in the sphere of informal economy inadequately accounted for. This “invisibility” directs academics, business, and policy makers to focus on “visible” top-down innovation models in development context, possibly overlooking an important source for social and economic empowerment. This paper reviews empirical evidence and literature on innovation processes by the poor, and develops perspectives to improve the ability of existing BOP and “inclusive” innovation frameworks and policy strategies support them.
We propose to model innovation as a context dependent process, and consider the implications “invisibility” and possible corrective measures for the nature of innovation for development efforts. This is done through an extended discussion of conceptual frameworks covering business and government approaches to BOP and “inclusive” innovation, particularly focusing on possibilities to develop perspectives and intervention methods to support innovation bottom-up by the poor and poor communities themselves.
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