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1. INTRODUCTION

This paper sets out the conceptual underpinnings for an empirical investigation of the conditions

under which science, technology and innovation can be relevant for poor communities in a developing

country context. It forms part of a series of studies that aim to explore the implications of better

integration of social dimensions into the study and practice of science, technology and innovation.

The paper is organised in five sections, the first after the introduction presents a set of conceptual

propositions; this is followed by a brief review of innovation in South Africa; section four provides a

descriptive account of the case site where the research will be conducting and positions the

methodological discussion in light of the arguments made earlier about needed departures in defining,

understanding and investigating innovation and in the final section, the paper concludes with remarks

about the implications for South Africa and the intellectual project of crafting new models for

innovation and development.
