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Summary

The aim of this presentation is to describe and expose the process of developing ICT policy-making at the global level.  Ethnographic narratives captured from participation in and observation of e-health policy evolution in Africa is the vehicle of choice.  The process of ICT policy-making for developing countries (DCs) at the global level is usually invisible.  But three years of participating in and observing policy discourse on e-health in Africa has provided valuable insights.  It is observed that the process is shaped by economic, social, technological, and political interests of global actors and institutions.  And that new global alliances and identities are emerging, which are not deliberately inclusive of their African counterparts, with global-local power imbalance as an observed outcome.  Losing control of ICT policy aims, path and fate, is argued here as disempowering and unsustainable for DCs.  How new identities and organizational forms shape the lopsided policy development process will thus be critically reviewed. 
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