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Summary

Nepal’s IT policy was formulated in 2000 with the goal of placing Nepal on the global ICT map within the next five years by making ICT accessible to the general public, and by creating knowledge based industry and society.  It was followed by formulation of a national telecommunication policy in 2004.  During the first decade of ICT policy implementation, some progress has been made on institutional capacity building, infrastructure expansion and awareness development in various sectors.  However, the challenges Nepal faces in trying to harness the benefits of ICT for broad economic and social development remain the same.  The existing policy statement specifies some highly ambitious objectives for ICT/e-government development but there is a serious mismatch between intent and implemented activity.  e-Commerce and the local software industry have both grown but again there are impeding factors.  This presentation will discuss various opportunities and challenges for the implementation of ICT policy including legislation, regulation and capacity building.
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