Faculty of Humanities
Postgraduate Taught Programmes

Guidelines for the independent study / directed reading
The points below discuss factors to consider for the operation of credit bearing units within a student’s programme of study which rely on directed self-study rather than normal class based coverage of a syllabus. Such units are sometimes referred to as “Independent Study Units” or “Directed Reading Courses”.
· Where such units are to be offered as part of a postgraduate taught programme of study, there should be a clear School policy regarding the circumstances in which they are possible, their design and the approval process. Arrangements should be established by the start of the student’s programme of study, and should involve the intended tutor and the programme director. Schools should establish clearly the role of the programme committee and School officers (such as the Postgraduate Director) in the approval process to ensure consistency of practice.
· A regular taught unit may be offered on an independent study basis where registration is below the level at which a class based course is considered appropriate. In such cases the syllabus will normally follow the existing unit but arrangements must be established regarding the new study and assessment requirements for students.
· Where a unit is established specifically to allow an individual student to study a particular area not otherwise available, the content of the syllabus, as well as the study requirements should be subject to the School’s designated approval process.
· The scheme of study that is approved should include the scope of the topic and related syllabus, the learning resources to be utilised, the basis of assessment, and the staff contact to support the independent study. It is important that students have a clear understanding regarding what to expect in terms of staff contact. Schools may establish minimum levels of contact time, and it is recommended that these be at least 3 hours for 15 credits of study and 6 hours for 30 credits, spread throughout the period of study.
· The proportion of a programme that can be taken through independent study should be limited, and it is recommended that no more than 60 credits on a postgraduate programme involving 120 credits for the taught components should be permitted.  
· The School should maintain a record of the extent of usage of independent study for the delivery of postgraduate programmes.
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